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furnished circulating library, a great desideratum in
a place where relaxation is the order of the day, and
where consequently all that contributes to render the
" dolce far niente" life more agreeable is eagerly
seized upon.
In the centre of the station and close to the
church, a monument has been erected to the memory
of Sir Sidney Beckwith, who, as Commander-in-chief
and senior member of council, temporarily succeeded
Sir John Malcolm, as Governor of Bombay in 1830,
and died here the following year. The colour of
the soil at Mahabuleshwur adds much to the general
effect of the landscape. It is of a vivid red, and is
a description of clay, formed by the union of a
disintegrated ferruginous clay stone, with "debris"
of trap rock; and in places where considerable por-
tions of decayed vegetable matter are intermixed,
a most fertile mould is produced, bearing spontane-
ously a profusion of brilliant coloured flowers, and
an abundant supply of the pretty white of blossomed
curcuma, from the root of which an excellent kind
of arrowroot is obtained. But what most tends to
gladden the heart of the English resident, is to find
large tracts of country literally covered with the
beautiful fern, (pteris aduillina) never met with in
these latitudes below a certain elevation; and who
can wonder if its feathery, branch-like leaves, are
welcomed with rapturous emotions, as emblems of
the home we may never see again !
Some industrious Chinamen have settled upon
these hills, and contrive to make a comfortable liveli-
hood by the cultivation of large gardens, producing